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that of Mile Tiercelin, who succeeded her in the
royal favour. Aged sixteen in 1762, she amused
Louis XV with her roguish lively grace. On
yth February 1764 a son was born; he became later
Abbe Le Due, benefited fromBernis and Louis XV s
protection, and died an octogenarian.

Choiseul and the Marquise de Pompadour,
fearing the growing influence of an intelligent and
ambitious mistress, tried to destroy her prestige.
In 1766 she was driven from Court, and put in
a convent, from which she emerged to abandon
herself to scandalous adventures that diverted
Parisian chronicles.

Vanishing pictures, apparitions shrouded in a
fine mist, frail beauties scarcely in flower, the girls
given up to the king from 1753 to 1765 are sur-
rounded with pathos. Several believed in the
sincerity of a real love, and became devoted to
the handsome noble who showered gifts upon
them; and later they "wept his ingratitude and
inconstancy.

Certain of them wanted to acquire honours; and,
at the very moment when their ambitions seemed
on the point of being realized, they were dashed
to earth.

Louis XV who had a fear of sorrow helped
create it in innocent hearts; Posterity cannot pardon
him for that.

At the pinnacle of her desires, and in enjoyment
of an envied position,  Mme de Pompadour was